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Over the past 12 months, artist Siân Macfarlane has immersed herself in the history of Walsall at leisure and in celebration from the 1800s to the present day. During her research Siân learned of seminal local figures such as showman Pat Collins and Councillor Charles Bardell and discovered a vibrant scene of carnivals, pageants, theatre, cinema and the famed Walsall Illuminations. The culmination of this research takes the form of a multi-layered film, rich in references to the variety of these pastimes. 

The title We Are Illuminated makes reference both to the visible light emitted and to the emotional uplift and escapism such entertainment was intended to offer.

Physical light manifests itself both within the film and the exhibition space. From the illuminated faces of the actors on the stage, to the colourful, mesmerising lights at a Pat Collins’ fair, the film is projected alongside a light feature from the Walsall Illuminations, creating a deliberate layering of light. 

Walsall residents Marilyn and Ron Haywood reminisce about frequenting a variety of local cinemas of the 1950s and 60s, whilst Tammy Scale shares her memories of being crowned as the 2003 Bloxwich Carnival Queen. In a 1991 recording we hear about the laser beams, lights bulbs, fixed tableaux and moving lights planned for that year’s Illuminations described as “something you’ve got to come and see to believe.”

Central to the film is the 1951 script ‘The Pageant of Walsall’, written by Council member Charles Bardell. Tasked with writing an ‘epic of local history’ Bardell’s play was staged as the finale to Walsall’s 1951 Festival of Britain celebrations. Charting poignant events and characters from Walsall’s past, AD 900 – 1900, it was performed by a cast of three hundred local residents. Whilst the actors and actresses were applauded, the first performance was hampered by poor acoustics, prompting The Walsall Observer to describe the opening night as a near failure.

Returning the play to its original location, extracts of the script are seen re-enacted in the film by local students, with tableaux recalling stories of the founding of ‘Wealshall’ by Ethelfreda, Princess of Mercia in AD 916; the attempts to free the ‘serfs’ by Margaret Paynell in 1280; Sequaw, the ‘voluble quack doctor, who killed or cured gullible shoppers in the market’; the Bayard Colts and the ‘fine work’ of Sister Dora.

Siân’s film features local people and scenes of Walsall throughout, creating a conscious connection to Pat Collins, who enticed people to his shows by encouraging them to view footage of themselves in his travelling bioscopes (an early version of cinema). In We Are Illuminated past and present is juxtaposed, as the synchronicities of Walsall at leisure and in celebration across the ages are compared, contrasted and revealed.

We Are Illuminated, 2014-15, HD video, duration 40 minutes

Siân Macfarlane is based in Wolverhampton. Her exhibition extends research developed during her 2014 residency at The New Art Gallery Walsall, which was funded by Turning Point West Midlands.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Preview
Wednesday 20 May, 6pm - 8pm
The exhibition will be celebrated on the evening of the 20 May along with; Small Worlds, Floor 3 and Elizabeth Rowe, everything lasts forever nothing lasts forever, 2015, Garman Ryan Hall, Floor 1.
In Conversation
Saturday 20 June, 2pm - FREE
Join artist Siân Macfarlane for an informal tour of the exhibition.
Book your free place at the gallery reception desk or by calling 01922 654400.

Acknowledgments
This project would not have been possible without the assistance and support from Walsall Local History Centre, Walsall Museum Services and Walsall Council. 

With special thanks to Walsall residents Marilyn and Ron Haywood and Tammy Scale and participating students from Bournville College; Danielle Laurent & Vivien Meadows Dudley College; Josh Chell, Rebecca Fuller, Ross Gould & Joey Smith Ormiston Shelfield Community Academy, Walsall; Kelsie Berry, Jessica Burrows, Lucy Dallaway, Chelsea Delorean, Sinead Geraghty, Alithia Hill, Sophie Hunt, Amy Jones, Michelle McNeil, Ellyn Overton, Bailey Riggon, Jessica Rowton, Leah Rudd & Jessie Walker. Walsall College; Andrew Hoccom & Charlotte Westwood.

Please note that there are flashing lights in this exhibition. 
Lighting displays can be hot, please do not touch.

Elements in exhibition

Exhibition space
Projected film, We Are Illuminated, HD video, 40 minutes duration
Peacock illumination, from Walsall Illuminations, on loan from Walsall Council
Pat Collins Fair footage, 2014, presented on a plasma screen

Entrance way
Coloured Glass Lanterns, c.1930, on loan from Walsall Museum Services
‘The Pageant of Walsall’ script, on loan from Walsall Local History Centre

Corridor
Trestle tables containing contextual displays about Walsall at leisure and in celebration, including information about; Charles Bardell, The Pageant of Walsall, Walsall Town Hall, The Bayard Colts, Pat Collins, Fairs, Carnivals, Tammy Scale (2003 Bloxwich Carnival Queen), Cinemas, Walsall Arboretum and the Walsall Illuminations.
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