Small Worlds
21 May – 6 September 2015

AirSpace Gallery (Andrew Branscombe, Anna Francis, Glen Stoker), Graham Chorlton, Rita Donagh, Richard Forster, Cameron Galt, Andreas Gefeller, Stuart Layton, Naiza Khan, Lucy McLauchlan, Laura Oldfield Ford, Mark Power and Rashid Rana.

Today, we live in a fluid culture where, within our towns and cities, different languages are spoken, different cultures and religions prevail and we can consume materials and goods from throughout the world.  TV, the Internet, advertising and new technologies bring the whole of the world to our doorstep.  Many of today’s high streets are home to a proliferation of global brands, peppered with Pound shops, pawnbrokers and empty shop fronts.

The artists in this exhibition focus their attention on the changing urban environment.  Their work allows us to reflect on a variety of considerations.  How do we understand the concept of the local within an increasingly globalised context?  What impact does the transformation of our local environment have on our identity and our communities?  For some artists, Walsall, the Black Country and the West Midlands provide a focus for a consideration of the impact of social and economic change in those areas on the periphery of our major urban centres.

Many of these works were selected from Walsall’s Permanent Art Collection which is becoming increasingly strong in its engagement with urban themes.  Its strengths have been extended recently by the addition of an international art collection enabled by the Art Fund.  Importantly the conversations and connections are further elaborated by an additional selection of works by artists based in the West Midlands.  Lucy McLauchlan was commissioned to create a brand new, large scale, site specific wall drawing, Stuart Layton is showing a new film and AirSpace Gallery is presenting evidence of an ongoing project which directly engages with the urban environment and its communities in Stoke-on-Trent.  

Although this exhibition focuses primarily on responses to the changing urban environment, other undercurrents are also at play.  For many of these artists, an exploration of the concepts of time, history and both personal and collective memory is central to their practice.  For all these works, the conversations they will continue to create will change and evolve in response to the constant transformation of our environment and the development of ever new histories.  The value and vibrancy of these art works will continue to resonate for generations to come. 

For further information, please take a free exhibition guide.  Further resources are available in our Resource Area on the Ground Floor.

In Conversation
Saturday 13 June, 2pm
Join Naiza Khan for an informal discussion of her work.
Book your free place by calling at Reception.

Saturday 25 July, 2pm
Join Head of Exhibitions and curator of Small Worlds, Deborah Robinson for an informal tour of the exhibition. 
Just drop in!




 









