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The New Art Gallery Walsall is delighted to present this major solo exhibition of paintings by Ged Quinn which surveys the artist’s practice over the last four years.  Paintings from private collections in the UK, Europe and America are shown alongside brand new works created especially for this project. The exhibition testifies to the complexity and breadth of the artist’s practice and includes landscapes, portraits and still lifes.

Although Quinn has shown extensively in Europe and America, this is his first solo exhibition in a public gallery in the UK since Tate St Ives in 2004 and Tate Liverpool as part of the 2008 Liverpool Biennial. 

Quinn is perhaps best known for his large scale landscape paintings.  In earlier works, intriguing and elusive narratives nestled subtly within their rural settings.  However, in the more recent paintings, these compelling scenarios have evolved significantly. References to European history, mythology and architecture collide with artistic and literary references and acknowledgements to filmmakers from Walt Disney to Jean-Luc Godard and Andrei Tarkovsky. 

A pair of new portraits explores the complex and troubled relationship between poet and Holocaust survivor, Paul Celan, and philosopher Martin Heidegger, a member of the German National Socialist party.   The still life genre is also appropriated by the artist with large scale flower paintings and smaller, intimate studies of cakes that have mutated into military bunkers.  Quinn combines these ghostly reminders of destruction and oppression with what might otherwise appear to be comforting, domestic scenes. 

Viewers are not expected to be able to recognise and identify the key players and references within Quinn’s highly theatrical paintings.  What we do encounter are beautiful, compelling yet brooding and darkly haunting paintings that draw us in to consider the relationships between the various elements within the composition.  A literal interpretation is not required yet the artist, like a great film director, employs his cast of characters, motifs and symbols to create works of art that are emotive, poetic, intelligent, multi-layered and endlessly thought-provoking. 


For further information, please take a free exhibition guide. 

A substantial publication accompanies the exhibition with texts by Michael Bracewell, Dr Brian Dillon and Sarah Virtue as well as colour reproductions of all works exhibited.  The publication is co-published with Stephen Friedman Gallery, London and generously supported by Walsall Museums and Art Galleries Development Trust.
In Conversation

Saturday 30 November, 2pm
Join the artist for an informal tour of the exhibition.  
Book your free place in advance by calling at Reception. 
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