Martin Parr - Black Country Stories
4 October 2014 - 11 January 2015
 
Over the last four years, Magnum photographer, Martin Parr has created a rich photographic portrait and archive of life in the Black Country through photography, film and oral histories.  

Martin has explored many aspects of modern and traditional life in Walsall, Wolverhampton, Sandwell and Dudley.  He has photographed tanneries, leather and spring factories, drop forge and ironmongery factories and made portraits of the people that keep these industries alive.  He has been to many places of worship that reflect the cultural diversity of the area, experienced a vibrant social scene in pubs, working men’s clubs and nightclubs and sampled traditional Black Country foods from gray peas to faggots, as well as the many curry restaurants that populate the region.  He has also photographed supermarkets, high streets, weddings and baptisms and the many street parties held to celebrate the Royal Wedding and Diamond Jubilee.  These photographs testify to the breadth and diversity of Black Country life. 

Martin has been impressed with the friendliness and openness of local communities.  He found people to be extremely welcoming and happy to share their stories and further contacts.  The exhibition includes a section devoted to portraits - an area of Martin’s practice that has really blossomed during this project. 

Recorded oral histories offer further insight into some of the fascinating people Martin met during the development of Black Country Stories.  These include reflections on the Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club and the Walsall company, J & E Sedgwick & Co, manufacturers of equestrian leather since 1900. 

The project has also inspired Martin’s return to making films.  Four specially commissioned films offer a fascinating insight into Teddy Gray’s Sweet Factory in Dudley; the world of Black Country pigeon fancying; Stourbridge’s Tudor Crystal; and the coach holiday company JR Holyhead, based in Willenhall. 

A box of archive prints, specific to each geographical area, has been given to Walsall Council, Wolverhampton Council and Sandwell Council as a permanent record of the project for generations to come.  The exhibition will also travel to Wolverhampton Art Gallery in May, 2015.

Commissioned and produced by Multistory, working in partnership with The New Art Gallery Walsall and Wolverhampton Art Gallery with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

A publication published by Dewi Lewis accompanies the exhibition, priced £30.

A filmed interview with the artist and further resource material can be found downstairs in the foyer. 

In Conversation
Tuesday 11 November, 6.00 for 6.30pm
Join Martin Parr as he discusses the project with Emma Chetcuti of Multistory, £3.
Book your place at the reception desk or by calling 01922 654400.


  








