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The New Art Gallery Walsall is delighted to present the first comprehensive exhibition of prints in the UK by Turner Prize-winning artist Richard Long (b. Bristol, UK, 1945). 
Richard Long’s practice is rooted in nature and defined by walking as a creative act. The artist came to prominence in the late 1960s with A Line Made by Walking (1967), a photograph of the trail left in the grass by walking back and forth in a straight line. Long quickly became associated with the emergence of Land art in Britain, which saw artists move away from conventional materials and spaces to forge new forms of art in the landscape. 
Long’s solitary walks often involve the arrangement of natural materials to form simple shapes such as lines and circles. Other journeys are documented with a photograph, map or text work. Since 1970, the artist has also used a multitude of graphic techniques to produce a total of 55 prints over a forty-year period. These works are brought together here, for the first time, thanks to the collector and Long enthusiast, Gerard Vermeulen, who has lent no less than 46 works from his personal collection. 

Offset and silkscreen printing are by far the techniques most frequently used by Long. This exhibition includes important early examples such as Rain Dance (1970) and Dartmoor Walks (1972) as well as portfolios such as Stones Along the Way (1999), which reflect Long’s longstanding interest in etching.
Long’s prints have generally been a response to requests for editions from other people or special occasions, as with ONE THING LEADS TO ANOTHER – EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED (2009). Published in edition of 60,000 on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Jubillee Line in London to coincide with the exhibition ‘Richard Long: Heaven and Earth’ at Tate Britain, the print was given away for free to users of the London Underground. 
For the occasion of this exhibition, the artist has realised a special signed and numbered limited edition print, NO FOOTPRINTS (2013). This relates to a walk in the Antarctica in December 2012 when, for the first and only time, Long discovered conditions that did not allow him to leave behind any trace in the landscape. NO FOOTPRINTS is available at £295 from The New Art Gallery Walsall shop (price includes free catalogue worth £25). 

 ‘Richard Long: Prints 1970-2013’ has been produced in collaboration with Museum Kurhaus Kleve and Hamburger Kunsthalle, Germany. The exhibition and accompanying publication of the catalogue raisonné of prints would not have been possible without Richard Long’s unreserved support. 
