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Sikander Pervez transforms mundane found objects and materials such as chairs, wood, castors and wheels into poetic visual forms by challenging or exaggerating their original function.  His sculptural practice is also directed by a rigorous experimentation with objects and materials and their inherent properties and potential.  

Sikander has previously worked with found objects that evoke hidden histories and elusive stories.    However, for his new installation in Walsall, he has chosen to work with modern flat-pack furniture, in this case a pine dining table and chairs.  Characteristically, the function of the furniture is playfully undermined and its generic nature enables the repetition of forms to suggest implied movement through space. The standardised forms are neutral, without evident history until their transformation into sculptural forms. 

The concept of time and the relationship of the body to the space it occupies remain a constant interest for Sikander.  Furniture is an ideal medium as it is created in relationship to the human body.  His sculptures both maintain and challenge this bond.  These compelling works cast a reverential nod towards the Analytical Cubism of Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque (from 1907) which attempted to collapse time and space into two dimensions, Marcel Duchamp’s painting of Nude Descending a Staircase (no 2), (1912), which emphasised the movement of the body in space and the photography of Eadweard Muybridge (1830-1904) and his studies of movement.  Duchamp of course was also a pioneer of the use of the readymade. 

Sikander graduated from Staffordshire University in 2013 and was selected for New Art West Midlands 2014, an exhibition of the best of the graduates from West Midlands Universities.  He was then selected for this significant development opportunity, a solo exhibition at The New Art Gallery Walsall.  

New Art West Midlands (NAWM) is a Turning Point West Midlands (TPWM) initiative with nine gallery partners and five universities in the West Midlands. 

sikanderpervez.co.uk
newartwestmidlands.org

In Conversation
Saturday 28 March, 3pm
Join the artist and Deborah Robinson, Head of Exhibitions, for an informal tour of the exhibition.
Places are free but please book by calling 01922 654400.
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